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#!$%&&'!()(*+,-,!./!012&!3('4+'5.6!./!7(-)4,!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,<!9(-)4,!(!9.'4'(-4!

./!(!,(6&=,&>!9(-'!?2.!2(@&!(!,4'.)A!;.66-46&)4!4.!42&-'!/(-42!-5&)4-4+!()5!&(;2!.42&'B!42-,!

6%*4-=*(+&'&5!;.66-46&)4!2(,!5&&9!&6.4-.)(*!'&,.)();&!/.'!$%&&'!'&(5&',C!D2-*&!42&'&!-,!

*-44*&!4&>4%(*!&@-5&);&!4.!,%99.'4!$%&&'!;%*4%'&E,!;.66.)*+!%)5&',4..5!-)4&'9'&4(4-.)!./!42&!

?.6&)!(,!'.6()4-;(**+!*-)F&5G!;&'4(-)*+G!42&!-)/*%&);&!./!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!(,!$%&&'!()5!

*&,H-()!-;.),!;()).4!H&!5&)-&5C!74C!I&.'A&!J('&E,!"KLM!9(-)4-)AG!012&!N-;4.'+!./!:(-42G<!5&9-;4,!

42&!4?.!?.6&)!(,!0()!-)4&'='(;-(*!;.%9*&!,*&&9-)A!4.A&42&'!)%5&!-)!9'-,.)C<"!!O@&'!.)&!

2%)5'&5!+&(',!*(4&'G!-)!2-,!,2.?!01'(),;&)5&)4!:(-42P!I(+G!Q&,H-()!()5!1'(),A&)5&'&5!R,-;S!

7(-)4,G<!('4-,4!T-6!U%!5&9-;4,!42&!4?.!?.6&)!,-6%*4()&.%,*+!F-,,-)A!()5!9'(+-)AC!3.'&.@&'G!

8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!('&!(*6.,4!(*?(+,!/.%)5!.)!*-,4,!./!A(+!;2%';2!,(-)4,!()5!6('4+',CV!

U(42&'!42()!(),?&'-)A!2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!;'-4-;-,6,!-)!(55'&,,-)A!42-,!92&).6&).)G!()5!42%,!

(5.94-)A!(!5&/&),-@&!9.,4%'&!(44&694-)A!4.!9'.@&!42&!@(*-5-4+!./!-5&)4-/+-)A!42&!?.6&)!(,!(!

$%&&'!;.%9*&G!W!?-**!-),4&(5!(,,%6&!(!?2.**+!$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&C!3+!;.);&')!?-**!).4!H&!42&)!

?2&42&'!42&!$%&&'-)A!./!42&,&!?.6&)!-,!(!*&A-4-6(4&!-)4&'9'&4(4-.)!./!42&!)(''(4-@&B!-),4&(5G!

6+!/.;%,!?-**!H&!.)!?2(4!(!;*.,&!()(*+,-,!./!42&!4&>4!;.)@&+,!(H.%4!42&-'!'&*(4-.),2-9!()5!42&!

)(4%'&!./!42&-'!/(-42!42(4!-,!6&()-)A/%*!/.'!$%&&'!'&(5&',C!W)!&>(6-)-)A!42&!5-A)-4+!()5!

;.),4();+!?-42!?2-;2!42&!4?.!?.6&)!6(-)4(-)!42&-'!-5&)4-4-&,!(,!X2'-,4-(),G!42&!(H,&);&!./!

2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!'&*(4-.),2-9,!?-42-)!42&!)(''(4-@&G!42&!5&/-();&!./!A&)5&'!).'6,!42'.%A2.%4!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"!0:'-&)5,!4.!42&!Y)5P!7(-)4,!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;4+G<!T&,%,!-)!Q.@&G!#;;&,,&5!#9'-*!ZG!VM"ZG!
2449P[[\&,%,-)*.@&CH*.A,9.4C;.6[VM""[MZ[/'-&)5,=4.=&)5=,(-)4,=9&'9&4%(=()5C246*C!
V!0]%&&'!7(-)4,!^!3('4+',G<!]%&&'-)A!42&!X2%';2G!#;;&,,&5!#9'-*!VG!VM"ZG!2449P[[$%&&'-)A42&;2%';2C;.6[$%&&'=
,(-)4,=6('4+',=()5=.42&',[C!
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!V!

42&!4&>4G!()5!42&!-)4&'(;4-.)!./!42&!4?.!?.6&)!(4!42&-'!6.6&)4!./!&>&;%4-.)G!-4!H&;.6&,!;*&('!

?2+!42-,!,4.'+!2(,!H&&)!,.!6&()-)A/%*!4.!42&!$%&&'!;.66%)-4+C!

:-',4G!42&!4&>4!-,!/%**!./!&>(69*&,!./!42&!5()A&'!42(4!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!('&!?-**-)A!4.!

&)5%'&!/.'!42&-'!,&),&!./!-)4&A'-4+C!D2-*&!42&!$%&&'!'&(5&'!6(+!).4!9'&;-,&*+!-5&)4-/+!(,!(!

'&*-A-.%,!6('4+'G!6('4+'5.6!,4-**!2(,!9('(**&*,!?-42!42&!$%&&'!&>9&'-&);&G!H.42!./!?2-;2!2(@&!

2-,4.'-;(**+!'&$%-'&5!'-,FG!5()A&'G!()5!9%)-,26&)4!-)!H&-)A!4'%&!4.!.)&E,!-5&)4-4+C!Y('*+!.)G!

8&'9&4%(!(,F,!2&'!/(42&'!-/!()!.H\&;4!,%;2!(,!(!9-4;2&'!_<;.%*5C!C!CH&!;(**&5!H+!()+!.42&'!)(6&!

42()!?2(4!-4!-,`_!#)5!2&!,(-5G!_a.C_!_D&**G!,.!4..!W!;()).4!H&!;(**&5!()+42-)A!.42&'!42()!?2(4!W!

(6G!(!X2'-,4-()C_<Z!:.'!42&!$%&&'!'&(5&'G!?2.!2(,!*-F&*+!,4'%AA*&5!?-42!;.);&'),!('.%)5!H.42!

42&!-66%4(H-*-4+!()5!42&!*(H&*-)A!./!,&>%(*!.'-&)4(4-.)G!42-,!6&4(92.'!2(,!&6.4-.)(*!9('(**&*,C!

12&!?-**-)A)&,,!4.!,4()5!%9!4.!(!9(4'-(';2(*!-)/*%&);&!R42&!/(42&'!/-A%'&S!()5!()).%);&!(!

;.)4'.@&',-(*!(,9&;4!./!2&'!-5&)4-4+!-,!()!&*&6&)4!'-/&!?-42!6&()-)A!/'.6!42&!$%&&'!

9&',9&;4-@&C!X&'4(-)*+G!2&'!/(42&'E,!'&(;4-.)!./!42'.?-)A!2-6,&*/!.)!2&'!0(,!42.%A2!2&!?.%*5!

9*%;F!6+!&+&,!.%4<!-**%,4'(4&,!42&!?&**=/.%)5&5!/&(',!./!(!$%&&'!-)5-@-5%(*!-)!;.6-)A!.%4!4.!(!

9('&)4Cb!3.'&!H'.(5*+G!8&'9&4%(E,!/(42&'E,!'&,9.),&!;()!H&!@-&?&5!(,!-)5-;(4-@&!./!42&!2.,4-*&!

'&(;4-.)!./!*('A&'!9(4'-(';2(*!/.';&,C!Q(4&'G!-)!(!@-,-.)G!8&'9&4%(!(,;&)5,!2&(@&)?('5!()5!

&);.%)4&',!(!5-@-)&!/-A%'&!?2.!,(+,!4.!2&'G!0W!(6!A*(5!+.%!2(@&!;.6&G!6+!;2-*5G<!?.'5-)A!

?2-;2!-,!,%AA&,4-@&!./!(!9('&)4(*!'&*(4-.),2-9!()5!42%,!'&;(**,!8&'9&4%(E,!/(42&'Cc!12&!U.H&'4,=

d.)(*5,.)!4'(),*(4-.)!&@&)!%,&,!42&!?.'5!05(%A24&'<!2&'&G!-),4&(5!./!;2-*5Ce!:.'!42&!$%&&'!

'&(5&'G!42&!*.)A-)A!4.!/-)5!9(4&')(*!(;;&94();&!/'.6!(!5-@-)&!/-A%'&!(/4&'!'&\&;4-.)!H+!(!2%6()!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Z!J&'H&'4!3%,%'-**.G!!"#$%&'($)*$'"#$+",-('-./$0.,'1,(2$RO>/.'5P!#4!42&!X*('&)5.)G!"LfVSG!"MLC!
b!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!"MLC!
c!WH-5CG!"""C!
e!012&!8(,,-.)!./!42&!J.*+!3('4+',P!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,G<!Y('*+!X2'-,4-()!D'-4-)A,G!#;;&,,&5!#9'-*!"G!VM"ZG!
2449P[[???C&('*+;2'-,4-()?'-4-)A,C;.6[4&>4[4&'4%**-()VbC246*C!
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!Z!

9('&)4!-,!(!/(6-*-('!+&(')-)AG!(!;.)/*%&);&!./!/(-42G!$%&&')&,,G!()5!-5&)4-4+!-,,%&,C!Q-F&!

8&'9&4%(G!:&*-;-4(,!&>2-H-4,!()!(,4.%)5-)A!*&@&*!./!;.66-46&)4!4.!2&'!-5&)4-4+!(,!(!X2'-,4-()C!

g&;(%,&!,2&!-,!9'&A)()4!?2&)!(99'&2&)5&5G!-4!-,!9.,,-H*&!42(4!2&'!9%)-,26&)4!?-**!H&!

5&*(+&5C!!12&!-5&(!42(4!0,2&!6-A24!2(@&!4.!,2&5!2&'!2.*+G!-)).;&)4!H*..5!(*.)A!?-42!.42&',!

?2.!?&'&!;.66.)!;'-6-)(*,<!6(F&,!2&'!0@&'+!5-,4'&,,&5G<!'(42&'!42()!'&*-&@&5!(4!42&!

9.,,-H-*-4+!,2&!6-A24!9.,49.)&!.'!&@&)!&,;(9&!(!A'%&,.6&!5&(42Cf!W)4'-A%-)A*+G!2-,4.'-()!T.2)!

g.,?&**!).4&,!42(4!42&!,.;-(*!-)&$%-4+!H&4?&&)!8&'9&4%(G!42&!).H*&?.6()G!()5!:&*-;-4(,G!42&!

,*(@&G!-,!&,,&)4-(*!4.!2-,4.'-;(*!,(6&=,&>!9(-'-)A,CK!W4!/%'42&'!&)'-;2&,!42&!H.)5!H&4?&&)!42&!

?.6&)G!/.'!42&+!('&!(H*&G!(;'.,,!,.;-(*!()5!&;.).6-;!5-//&'&);&,G!4.!;.6&!4.A&42&'!-)!(!5&&9*+!

-)4-6(4&!%)-.)C!X.%9*&5!?-42!42&!5&942!./!42&-'!;.66-46&)4!4.!42&-'!/(-42!-5&)4-4+G!42-,!

4'(),A'&,,-.)!./!,.;-(*!).'6,!-,!H.42!/(6-*-('!()5!9'.@.;(4-@&!/'.6!42&!$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&C!

!7-6-*('*+G!42&!)(''(4-@&!(H,&);&!./!4'(5-4-.)(**+!/%);4-.)-)A!2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!

'&*(4-.),2-9,!-,!F&+!4.!(!$%&&'!'&(5-)A!./!42-,!4&>4C!D2-*&!8&'9&4%(!&>9'&,,&,!A'&(4!;.);&')!/.'!

2&'!-)/()4!;2-*5G!(4!).!4-6&!-,!42&'&!6&)4-.)!./!42&!;2-*5E,!/(42&'C!D2&42&'!8&'9&4%(!'&6(-),!

6(''-&5!.'!?-5.?&5!-,!%)F).?)C!d%'-)A!42&!H*&(F!9&'-.5,!./!2&'!-69'-,.)6&)4G!-4!?.%*5!

2(@&!H&&)!)(4%'(*!/.'!2&'!4.!6&)4-.)!42-,!6()G!(,!?2&)!,2&!?'-4&,G!0#!/&?!5(+,!*(4&'!?&!?&'&!

*.5A&5!-)!42&!9'-,.)B!()5!W!?(,!4&''-/-&5G!(,!W!2(5!)&@&'!H&/.'&!H&&)!-)!,%;2!(!5('F!2.*&C<L!J&'&G!

-)!42-,!6.6&)4!./!A'&(4!/&('!()5!5-,4'&,,G!-4!-,!).4(H*&!42(4!8&'9&4%(!)&-42&'!*.)A,!/.'!2&'!

2%,H()5G!*(6&)4,!2-,!*.,,G!.'!&@&)!;%',&,!2-,!(H,&);&C!W)!/(;4G!0.)&!6-A24!;&'4(-)*+!2(@&!

&>9&;4&5!(!4&)5&'!,;&)&!?-42!2&'!2%,H()5G!9.,,-H*+!&@&)!2-,!;.66()5-)A!2&'!%)5&'!?-/&*+!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
f!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!"VZC!
K!T.2)!g.,?&**G!3.4#5(#6$7/-)/($-/$8,#4)9#,/$:;,)<#G!Ra&?!h.'FP!N-**('5G!"LLbSG!"cKC!
L!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!"MLC!
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!b!

.H&5-&);&!4.!5&,-,4C<"M!W),4&(5G!'&*-&/!;.6&,!).4!/'.6!(!,9.%,&G!H%4!-)!42&!/.'6!./!4?.!5&(;.),G!

1&'-%,!()5!8.69.)-%,G!?2.!.';2&,4'(4&!(!6.@&!4.!(!6.'&!;.6/.'4(H*&!,&;4-.)!./!42&!9'-,.)!

?2&'&!8&'9&4%(!-,!@-,-4&5!H+!2&'!6.42&'!()5!H'.42&'G!H%4!).4!42&!/(42&'!?2.!2(5!,.!()A'-*+!

5&9('4&5!/'.6!2&'!&('*-&'C!RW)!/(;4G!42&!)(''(4-@&!)&@&'!9.,-4-.),!H.42!/(42&'!()5!6.42&'i42&!

;&)4&'!./!2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!/(6-*-(*!%)5&',4()5-)A==!0.)!,4(A&<!(4!42&!,(6&!4-6&CS!Q(4&'G!?2&)!

:&*-;-4(,E!9'&A)();+!?-**!9.4&)4-(**+!,&9('(4&!2&'!/'.6!2&'!/&**.?!9'-,.)&',G!42&!A'.%9!-,!

0,(55&)&5B!/.'!42&+!?&'&!(/'(-5!42(4!42&+!?.%*5!2(@&!4.!*&(@&!H&2-)5!,.!/-)&!(!;.69()-.)C<""!

:.'!42&!$%&&'!'&(5&'G!42&,&!,;&)('-.,!2(@&!'&,.)();&!-)!4?.!?(+,C!:-',4G!42&+!'&/*&;4!42&!$%&&'!

&>9&'-&);&!./!;2..,-)A!.)&E,!.?)!/(6-*+G!/-)5-)A!/'-&)5,!()5!,%99.'4&',!*-F&!1&'-%,!()5!

8.69.)-%,!?2.!;()!.//&'!,.*(;&!()5!9'.4&;4-.)!?2&)!-,,%&,!./!-5&)4-4+!9'&@&)4!4'(5-4-.)(*!

/(6-*-(*!,%99.'4!/-A%'&,!R/(42&',G!,9.%,&,G!&4;CS!/'.6!H&-)A!?-**-)A!.'!(H*&!4.C!g.42!(6.)A,4!42&!

6('4+',!()5!?-42-)!42&!$%&&'!;.66%)-4+G!(6-5,4!(5@&',-4+!()5!.99'&,,-.)G!/(6-*-(*!4+9&!

H.)5,!('&!;'&(4&5!()5!6(-)4(-)&5!-)!).)=4'(5-4-.)(*!;.)/-A%'(4-.),C!7&;.)5*+G!42&,&!,;&)('-.,!

-)@&'4!5&9-;4-.),!./!42&!4'(5-4-.)(*!/(6-*+C!12&!/(42&'!-,!).4!,&&)!(,!42&!,4&(5+-)A!/-A%'&!./!

,4'&)A42!()5!,%99.'4!2&'&B!-),4&(5G!-4!-,!42&!6.42&'!(*.)&!?2.!,&'@&,!42(4!9%'9.,&G!?2-*&!

8&'9&4%(E,!H'.42&'!'&$%-'&,!;.6/.'4-)AG!'(42&'!42()!H&-)A!9'&,&)4&5!(,!(!4+9-;(*!/-A%'&!./!

6(*&!,4'&)A42C!12&!)(''(4-@&!$%&&'-)A!./!8&'9&4%(E,!/(6-*+!/%'42&'!9.,-4-.),!2&'!(,!()!

.%4,-5&'P!?-5.?&5G!.'!(4!*&(,4!/-&';&*+!-)5&9&)5&)4!/'.6!(!6(*&!,9.%,&G!8&'9&4%(!&>-,4,!-)!(!

,&*/=;'&(4&5!/(6-*+!()5!/'-&)5!)&4?.'F!$%-4&!/(6-*-('!4.!A(+!9&.9*&C!!:(6-*-(*!'.*&,!('&!

,-6-*('*+!/*%-5!-)!8&'9&4%(E,!@-,-.),!./!2&'!H'.42&'!d-).;'(4&,C!U(42&'!42()!42&!6.'&!*-F&*+!

/-A%'&,!./!(!6.42&'!()5!/(42&'!H&-)A!42&!.)&,!?2.!,(@&!42&-'!,.)E,!,.%*G!-4!-,!8&'9&4%(!?2.,&!

/(-42!()5!;.66-46&)4!4.!9'(+&'!'&*&(,&,!2&'!H'.42&'!/'.6!,9-'-4%(*!4.'6&)4C!Q-F&?-,&G!?2&)!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"M!g.,?&**G!3.4#5(#6G!"bMC!
""!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G"VZC!
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!c!

:&*-;-4(,!/-)(**+!A-@&,!H-'42!4.!2&'!;2-*5G!-4!-,!,4(4&5!42(4!2&'!,-,4&'!?-**!H'-)A!2&'!%9!(,!2&'!.?)!

5(%A24&'G!(A(-)!,%AA&,4-)A!(!/*%-5-4+!?-42-)!/(6-*-(*!'&*(4-.),2-9,!42(4!5&/-&,!4'(5-4-.)(*!

2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!;.),4'-;4-.)C!Q-F&!8&'9&4%(G!42&'&!-,!).!'&/&'&);&!4.!:&*-;-4(,E!2%,H()5G!()5!

g.,?&**!('A%&,!42(4!&@&)!2(5!42&'&!H&&)!6&)4-.)!./!&-42&'!2%,H()5G!0(!+.%)A!?.6()E,!

6(''-(A&!-)!,&;.)5=!.'!42-'5=;&)4%'+!U.6&!5-5!).4!)&;&,,('-*+!-)5-;(4&!()+42-)A!(H.%4!42&!

5-'&;4-.)!./!2&'!(//&;4-.),C<"V!D2-*&!42-,!-,!).!5.%H4!4'%&G!42&'&!-,!).4!&).%A2!4&>4%(*!&@-5&);&!

4.!,%AA&,4!()+42-)A!.@&'4*+!'.6()4-;!-)!42&!)(4%'&!./!&-42&'!?.6()E,!(//&;4-.),!4.?('5!&(;2!

.42&'G!42.%A2!42&!5-,4-);4!(H,&);&!./!2&4&'.).'6(4-@&!'&*(4-.),2-9,!-,!&).%A2!4.!6(F&!42-,!

,4.'+!9'.@.;(4-@&!/.'!$%&&'!'&(5&',C!!

#).42&'!/(;&4!./!$%&&')&,,G!42&!5&/-();&!./!A&)5&'!&>9&;4(4-.),G!-,!&@-5&)4!-)!42&!

5&9-;4-.)!./!42&!&6.4-.)(*!()5!,9-'-4%(*!*-@&,!./!42&!;2('(;4&',!42&6,&*@&,C!:.'!-),4();&G!

5'(A.),!2(@&!*.)A!H&&)!(!,+6H.*!./!&@-*G!()!.H,4(;*&!/.'!(!6(*&!2&'.!4.!.@&';.6&!4.!(@.-5!()!

-69&)5-)A!(9.;(*+9,&C!W)!8&'9&4%(E,!-)-4-(*!@-,-.)G!-4!-,!,2&!(,!(!/&6(*&!2&'.!?2.!,4&9,!%9.)!

42&!2&(5!./!(!;'.%;2-)A!5'(A.)!-)!.'5&'!4.!6(F&!2&'!?(+!%9?('5!4.!(!2&(@&)*+!'&?('5G!

-)@&'4-)A!42&!4'(5-4-.)(*!A&)5&'!'.*&,!./!2&'.[6.),4&'!6+42.*.A+C!Q-F&?-,&G!?2&)!8&'9&4%(E,!

/(42&'!H&A,!2&'!4.!'&).%);&!2&'!/(-42G!2&!42'.?,!2-6,&*/!(4!2&'!/&&4!()5!0?-42!4&(',!-)!2-,!&+&,!

2&!).!*.)A&'!(55'&,,&5!6&!(,!2-,!5(%A24&'!H%4!(,!(!?.6()C<"Z!:.'!(!/(42&'!(4!42-,!4-6&!4.!

9'.,4'(4&!2-6,&*/!H&/.'&!2-,!5(%A24&'!()5!(;F).?*&5A&!2&'!-)5&9&)5&);&!()5!-5&)4-4+!(,!(!

2%6()!H&-)A!-,!$%-4&!,4('4*-)A!()5!).4!-)!F&&9-)A!?-42!A&)5&'!&>9&;4(4-.),C!!D2&)!\%5A6&)4!

./!5&(42!H+!?-*5!H&(,4,!-,!(4!*(,4!5&*-@&'&5G!8&'9&4%(!5&,;'-H&,!42(4!0?&!'&4%')&5!4.!9'-,.)!-)!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"V!g.,?&**G!3.4#5(#6G!"ZLC!
"Z!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!""VC!



Perpetua and Felicitas:  A Queer Reading 

!e!

2-A2!,9-'-4,C<"b!12-,!/%'42&'!2-A2*-A24,!42(4!?2-*&!2&'!/(42&'!-,!()>-.%,G!/'-A24&)&5G!()5!

,.''.?/%*G!8&'9&4%(E,!;.%'(A&!)&@&'!?(@&',G!&@&)!-)!42&!/(;&!./!(!2.''-/+-)A!5&(42C!h&4G!5&,9-4&!

(**!42&,&!4'(-4,!42(4!('&!4'(5-4-.)(**+!9&';&-@&5!(,!6(,;%*-)&G!8&'9&4%(!'&6(-),!42.'.%A2*+!

H-.*.A-;(**+!/&6(*&!-)!42&!'&(*-,4-;!9.'4-.),!./!42&!)(''(4-@&B!?2&)!,2&!-,!,&9('(4&5!/'.6!2&'!

;2-*5G!,2&!).4(H*+!,(+,G!0g%4!(,!I.5!?-**&5G!42&!H(H+!2(5!).!/%'42&'!5&,-'&!/.'!42&!H'&(,4G!).'!

5-5!W!,%//&'!()+!-)/*(66(4-.)C<"c!12-,!5-'&;4!'&/&'&);&!4.!&>9*-;-4*+!/&6(*&!H-.*.A-;(*!;.);&'),!

(//-'6,!42(4!42&!)(''(4-@&G!?2&42&'!(;4%(*!5-('+!.'!?.'F!./!/-;4-.)G!-,!;.);&')&5!?-42!(//-'6-)A!

8&'9&4%(E,!/&6(*&)&,,G!5&,9-4&!42&!6()+!?(+,!2&'!&>9&'-&);&!()5!(;4-.),!,%H@&'4!A&)5&'!

).'6,C!X.)@&',&*+G!-)!2&'!,9-'-4%(*!*-/&G!8&'9&4%(E,!(;4%(*!H-.*.A-;(*!A&)5&'!&>2-H-4,!

'&6('F(H*&!/*%-5-4+C!W)!.)&!,4('4*-)A!@-,-.)G!/.'!-),4();&G!8&'9&4%(!,(+,!,2&!-,!4(F&)!4.!42&!

('&)(!?2&'&!06+!;*.42&,!?&'&!,4'-99&5!.//G!()5!,%55&)*+!W!?(,!(!6()C<"e!#!4'(-)&'!./!

A*(5-(4.',!()).%);&,!42&'&!?-**!H&!(!/-A24!H&4?&&)!8&'9&4%(!()5!()!YA+94-()!6(*&C!

W)4'-A%-)A*+G!42&!4'(-)&'!'&/&',!4.!8&'9&4%(!(,!(!?.6()G!5&,9-4&!2&'!2(@-)A!\%,4!(;F).?*&5A&5!

42(4!,2&!2(5!4'(),/.'6&5!-)4.!(!6()C!12-,!-,!42&!6.,4!.@&'4!-),4();&!./!A&)5&'!/*%-5-4+!,&&)!-)!

42&!)(''(4-@&C!3.'&.@&'G!8&'9&4%(!-,!/%'42&'!9.,-4-.)&5!-)!42&!,4.'+!(,!(!4'(5-4-.)(**+!6(*&!

2&'.-;!/-A%'&!?2&)!,2&!-,!(H*&!4.!92+,-;(**+!.@&'9.?&'!42&!6(*&!A*(5-(4.'C!!W)!'&,9.),&!4.!2&'!

@-;4.'+G!42&!4'(-)&'!4&**,!8&'9&4%(G!08&(;&!H&!?-42!+.%G!6+!5(%A24&'GE<"f!42&!%,&!./!05(%A24&'<!

).?!&@.F-)A!H.42!8&'9&4%(E,!/(42&'!()5!42&!I.5=*-F&!/-A%'&!/'.6!2&'!/-',4!@-,-.)C!8&'9&4%(!

42&)!(?(F&,!/'.6!42-,!5'&(6!?-42!;&'4(-)4+!42(4!@-;4.'+!(?(-4,!2&'G!/%'42&'!&@-5&);&!./!42&!

,4'&)A42!./!9%'9.,&!()5!;.%'(A&!42(4!-,!-)5-;(4-@&!./!6(*&!2&'.&,C!#4!42&!&)5!./!42&!)(''(4-@&G!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"b!WH-5CG!""cC!
"c!WH-5C!
"e!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!""LC!
"f!WH-5C!



Perpetua and Felicitas:  A Queer Reading 

!f!

8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!('&!H.42!&@&)!0*(%5&5C!C!C(,!42&!j6.,4!6()*+E!./!j,.*5-&',CE<"K!:'.6!(!

$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&G!42-,!/*%-5-4+!('.%)5!A&)5&'!&>9'&,,-.)!'&,.)(4&,!5&&9*+G!(,!5.&,!42&!

9.,-4-.)-)A!./!(!?.6()!-)!(!2&'.-;!'.*&!).'6(**+!'&,&'@&5!/.'!6&)G!?2-;2!-,!-)5-;(4-@&!./!H.42!

/&6-)-,4!()5!*&,H-()!*-4&'(4%'&C!!

12&!&>&;%4-.)!./!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!9'.@-5&,!42&!$%&&'!'&(5&'!?-42!(!*..F!(4!42&!

5&&9!H.)5!H&4?&&)!42&6G!.)&!42(4!-,!5&&9*+!-)4-6(4&!-)!H.42!,9-'-4%(*!()5!;.'9.'&(*!?(+,C!

12&!H.5-&,!./!42&!6('4+',!('&!(;F).?*&5A&5!?2&)!8&'9&4%(!;2(,4-,&,!42&-'!;(94.'G!,;.*5-)A!

2-6!/.'!).4!(**.?-)A!42&!9'-,.)&',!4.!2(@&!(!'&(,.)(H*&!(6.%)4!./!/..5C!!W)!'&,9.),&G!042&!

.//-;&'!H&;(6&!5-,4%'H&5!()5!A'&?!'&5C<"L!12%,G!42&!4&>4!(;F).?*&5A&,!42&!-69.'4();&!./!42&!

H.5+!R-)5-;(4&5!&('*-&'!H+!42&!6&)4-.)!./!*(;4(4-.)S!&@&)!(,!,.!6%;2!./!42&!4&>4!5&(*,!?-42!

,9-'-4%(*!;.);&'),C!12&!6.')-)A!./!42&-'!&>&;%4-.)!-,!2(-*&5!(,!!042&!5(+!./!42&-'!@-;4.'+G<VM!()5!

8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!('&!5&,;'-H&5!(,!2(@-)A!\.+/%*!5&6&().',G!?-42!).!&@-5&);&!./!/&('G!

/%'42&'!A&,4%'-)A!4.?('5!42&6!(,!2&'.-;!/-A%'&,C!#/4&'!2&'!&('*-&'!;.);&'),!./!).4!H&-)A!

-);*%5&5!-)!42&!6('4+'5.6!H&;(%,&!./!2&'!9'&A)();+G!:&*-;-4(,!/-)5,!9('4-;%*('!'&(,.)!4.!

'&\.-;&!-)!H&-)A!(H*&!4.!(;;.69()+!2&'!/'-&)5,!4.!42&-'!5&(42C!12&!4?.!?.6&)!('&!0,4'-99&5!

)(F&5G!9*(;&5!-)!)&4,!()5!42%,!H'.%A24!.%4!-)4.!42&!('&)(G<!9.,-4-.)-)A!42&6!-)!42&-'!

)(F&5)&,,!(,!/-A%'&,!?2.!('&!-)4-6(4&*+!*-)F&5!-)!()!.H@-.%,!H.5-*+!?(+!H%4!(*,.!-)!(!,9-'-4%(*!

;.))&;4-.)G!,.*-5-/-&5!H+!42&-'!5&&9G!6%4%(*!;.66-46&)4!4.!42&-'!/(-42CV"!12&!;'.?5!-,!

,%'9'-,-)A*+!;2(,4&)&5!H+!,&&-)A!42&!4?.!)(F&5!?.6&)G!()5!,.!42&+!('&!-66&5-(4&*+!5'&,,&5!

-)!4%)-;,G!-**%,4'(4-)A!42(4!42&!5-A)-4+!./!42&-'!H&('-)A!()5!42&!/.';&!./!42-,!/&6(*&!9(-'-)A!-,!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"K!g.,?&**G!3.4#5(#6G"b"C!
"L!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!"VcC!
VM!WH-5C!
V"!WH-5CG!"VLC!



Perpetua and Felicitas:  A Queer Reading 

!K!

&>;&94-.)(*!&).%A2!4.!6.6&)4('-*+!,?(+!&@&)!42&!H'%4(*-4+!./!42-,!(%5-&);&C!#/4&'!42&!?.6&)!

('&!,&9('(4&5!()5!&(;2!-,!(44(;F&5!H+!42&!()-6(*G!8&'9&4%(!'-,&,!%9!/'.6!?2&'&!,2&!2(,!/(**&)G!

()5G!-)!()!(;4!5&6.),4'(4-@&!./!42&!%)-.)!H&4?&&)!42&!?.6&)G!(99'.(;2&,!:&*-;-4(,!()5!2&*9,!

2&'!'-,&C!!12-,!6.6&)4!./!92+,-;(*!()5!,9-'-4%(*!,.*-5('-4+!2(,!6%*4-9*&!&//&;4,C!8&'9&4%(!

&>9&'-&);&,!(!/.'6!./!(6)&,-(!(,!42&!4?.!?.6&)!,4()5!4.A&42&'B!,2&!/.'A&4,!42&!-)-4-(*!(44(;F!

()5!2(,!4.!H&!;.)@-);&5!-4!2(,!2(99&)&5!(4!(**!H+!42&!06('F,!./!42&!'.%A2!&>9&'-&);&!.)!2&'!

9&',.)!()5!2&'!5'&,,C<VV!k9.)!,&&-)A!42&!5-A)-/-&5!?.6&)!,4()5-)A!-)!,.*-5('-4+G!42&!U.6()!

;'.?5E,!(99&4-4&!/.'!@-.*&);&!-,!%)&>9&;4&5*+!(99&(,&5G!(,!-/!H+!5-@-)&!-),9-'(4-.)C!7-6-*('*+G!

42&!$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&!2(,!/.%)5!6%;2!-),9-'(4-.)!-)!42-,!9(-'-)AP!/'.6!42&!%),2(F(H*&!H.)5!

H&4?&&)!4?.!9&.9*&!./!42&!,(6&!,&>G!42&!)%5-4+!42(4!-,!).4!,&>%(*!H%4!-)5-;(4-@&!./!H.42!H.5-*+!

()5!,9-'-4%(*!-)4-6(;+G!()5!42&!9.?&'!./!42-,!,(6&=,&>!%)-.)!4.!&'(,&!9(-)!()5!-),9-'&!()!&)5!

4.!@-.*&);&C!12&!/&6(*&!6('4+',!42&)!,2('&!(!/-)(*!F-,,!./!9&(;&G!(!4'(5-4-.)(*!&('*+!X2'-,4-()!

A'&&4-)A!()5!42%,!,%AA&,4-@&!./!42&!,9-'-4%(*!;.))&;4-.)!H&4?&&)!42&6C!W4!-,!(*,.!(!;.'9.'&(*!

(;4G!2.?&@&'G!.)&!-)5-;(4-@&!./!92+,-;(*!-)4-6(;+G!()5!42%,!(!,%AA&,4-@&!.)&!/'.6!42&!$%&&'!

9&',9&;4-@&G!-),9-'-)A!042&!-6(A-)(4-.)!./!,%H,&$%&)4!;&)4%'-&,C<VZ!!

W)!42&!&)5G!42&)G!42&'&!-,!*-44*&G!-/!()+G!4&>4%(*!&@-5&);&!4.!,%AA&,4!()!.@&'4*+!*&,H-()!

'&*(4-.),2-9!H&4?&&)!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,G!5&,9-4&!42&-'!*&A(;+!-)!42&!$%&&'!;.66%)-4+!(,!(!

,(6&=,&>!;.%9*&C!h&4G!-4!-,!-69.'4()4!4.!).4&!42(4!0X2'-,4-(),!-)!6()+!4-6&,!()5!9*(;&,!

/.',?.'&!,&>%(*!'&*(4-.),!(*4.A&42&'G!&@&)!?-42!42&-'!,9.%,&,B<!42-,!%)-.)!./!,9-'-4,!?(,!;(**&5G!

)(4%'(**+G!(!,9-'-4%(*!6(''-(A&CVb!W4!-,!).!?.)5&'!42&)!42(4!42&!4?.!?.6&)!-)!42-,!)(''(4-@&G!

*-)F&5!H+!42&-'!5&&9!,9-'-4%(*!;.66-46&)4!4.!&(;2!.42&'!()5!4.!I.5G!2(@&!;(94%'&5!42&!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
VV!3%,%'-**.G!%&'(G!"VLC!
VZ!g.,?&**G!3.4#5(#62$"ZLC!
Vb!WH-5C2""LC!



Perpetua and Felicitas:  A Queer Reading 

!L!

/(,;-)(4-.)!./!$%&&'!'&(5&',!/.'!;&)4%'-&,G!,+6H.*-l-)A!42&!9.?&'!()5!5&942!./!,(6&=,&>!

%)-.),C!3.'&.@&'G!42&!/*%-5-4+!./!A&)5&'!,2.?)!?-42-)!42&!)(''(4-@&!()5!42&!2-A2*-A24-)A!./!

).)=4'(5-4-.)(*!/(6-*-(*!,4'%;4%'&,!(**!9.-)4!4.!(!$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&G!?2&42&'!.'!).4!-)4&)5&5!H+!

42&!(%42.'R,SC!X.),&$%&)4*+G!'&A('5-)A!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,!42'.%A2!(!$%&&'!*&),!%*4-6(4&*+!

,&'@&,!42'&&!9%'9.,&,C!:-',4G!-4!(**.?,!%,!4.!'&;.A)-l&!42(4!,.6&!./!42&!&('*+!X2'-,4-()!6('4+',!

()5!,(-)4,!4'(),;&)5&5!A&)5&'!).'6,!-)!?(+,!42(4!('&!,4-**!;.)4'.@&',-(*!()5!9.?&'/%**+!

9'.@.;(4-@&C!7&;.)5G!-4!&>9()5,!42&!9.,,-H-*-4-&,!/.'!%)5&',4()5-)A!?-42-)!(!)(''(4-@&!42&!

'&*(4-.),2-9,!()5!;.);&'),!42(4!6-A24G!/.'!9%'9.,&,!./!,(/&4+G!2(@&!H&&)!6(,F&5!()5!2-55&)C!

#)5!/-)(**+G!-4!(**.?,!%,!4.!'&;.A)-l&!42(4!&('*+!X2'-,4-()!4&>4,!;()!2(@&!6&()-)A==()5!./4&)!

@&'+!5-//&'&)4!6&()-)A==4.!$%&&'!'&(5&',!42()!2&4&'.,&>%(*!.)&,C!12-,!6&()-)AG!?2-*&!

-),9-'(4-.)(*!4.!$%&&'!'&(5&',G!-,!H+!).!6&(),!*-6-4&5!4.!42&6C!:.'!42&!).)=$%&&'!'&(5&'G!42&!

$%&&'!9&',9&;4-@&!;()!+-&*5!)&?!-)4&'9'&4-@&!9.,,-H-*-4-&,!'-/&!?-42!42&!9.4&)4-(*!/.'!

&>9*.'(4-.)!./!9&',9&;4-@&,!./!42&!X2'-,4-()!/(-42!42(4!4'(),;&)5!.99'&,,-@&!()5!)(''.?!

9(4'-(';2(*!;.);&'),C!12&,&!9.,,-H-*-4-&,!.//&'!%,!)%();&5G!6%*4-=/(;&4&5!?(+,!./!

%)5&',4()5-)A!42&!9(,4!42(4!(*,.!,9&(F!4.!)&?!-)4&'9'&4-@&!,;.9&!/.'!X2'-,4-()-4+!4.5(+C!

!

!

!

!

!

!



Perpetua and Felicitas:  A Queer Reading 

!"M!

7OkUXY7!XW1Yd!

g.,?&**G!T.2)C!3.4#5(#6$7/-)/($-/$8,#4)9#,/$:;,)<#C!a&?!h.'FP!N-**('5G!"LLbC!

Y('*+!X2'-,4-()!D'-4-)A,C!012&!8(,,-.)!./!42&!J.*+!3('4+',P!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;-4(,C<!#;;&,,&5!
#9'-*!"G!VM"ZC!!2449P[[???C&('*+;2'-,4-()?'-4-)A,C;.6[4&>4[4&'4%**-()VbC246*C!

T&,%,!W)!Q.@&C!0:'-&)5,!4.!42&!Y)5P!7(-)4,!8&'9&4%(!()5!:&*-;4+C<!#;;&,,&5!#9'-*!ZG!VM"ZC!
! 2449P[[\&,%,-)*.@&CH*.A,9.4C;.6[VM""[MZ[/'-&)5,=4.=&)5=,(-)4,=9&'9&4%(=()5C246*C!

3%,%'-**.G!J&'H&'4C!!"#$%&'($)*$'"#$+",-('-./$0.,'1,(=!O>/.'5P!#4!42&!X*('&)5.)G!"LfVC!

]%&&'-)A!42&!X2%';2C!0]%&&'!7(-)4,!^!3('4+',C<!#;;&,,&5!#9'-*!VG!VM"ZC!
! 2449P[[$%&&'-)A42&;2%';2C;.6[$%&&'=,(-)4,=6('4+',=()5=.42&',[C!


